377, rue Bank Street,
Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1Y3
tel./tél. 613 236 7238 fax/téléc. 613 563 7861

January 7, 2009

The Right Honourable Stephen Harper
Prime Minister of Canada

Office of the Prime Minister

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2

Dear Prime Minister Harper:

Re: Middle East Crisis

On behalf of the 56,000 members of the Canadian Union of Postal Workers, I am
writing to demand that the Canadian government condemn the military assault on

the people of Gaza that the State of Israel commenced on December 26, 2008.

Canada must also call for a cessation of the ongoing Israeli siege of Gaza, which has

resulted in the collective punishment of the entire Gaza population.

Canada must also address the root cause of the violence: Israeli occupation of

Palestinian territories.

Israel’s current actions are totally out of proportion with any notion of self-defense.

Israel’s actions are resulting in the massacre of people in Gaza.

Israel’s action will not bring peace to the region. They will result in Israel being less

secure.

Professor Richard Falk, the UN's Special Rapporteur for Human Rights in the
Occupied Territories, has characterized the Israeli offensive as containing “...severe and
massive violations of international humanitarian law as defined in the Geneva Conventions,
both in regards to the obligations of an Occupying Power and in the requirements of the laws

of war”.

CUPW strongly urges the Canadian government to condemn the serious violations of

humanitarian and international law by the State of Israel.
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The Israeli Government's siege and military incursions into Gaza are not isolated
events. Itis a direct result of Israel’s ongoing occupation of Palestine and the refusal
of the Israeli Government to abide by numerous United Nations Security Council

resolutions.

Therefore, as a longer term strategy, the Canadian Union of Postal Workers is asking
your government to adopt a program of boycott, divestment, and sanctions until
Israel recognizes the right of Palestinian people to self-determination and complies
with international law, including the rights of Palestinian refugees to return to their

homes as stipulated in UN resolution 194.

Yours truly,

o

Denis Lemelin
National President

cC. Michael Ignatieff, Liberal Leader
Jack Layton, NDP Leader
Gilles Duceppe, Bloc Québécois Leader
National Executive Board
Locals
Ken Georgetti, Canadian Labour Congress

frgcope225

Canadian Union of Postal Workers The struggle continues CLC/CTC - FTQ - UNI
Syndicat des travailleurs et travailleuses des postes La luite continue mrpscr




